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Original Iltem and Al Response

Followed by further GROK3 {X Al} ‘discussion/validations’
26" February 2025

Problem Posed: “The Minister for State Security, Lovemore Matuke has warned social media users
who agitate for the removal of Mr Mnangagwa through demonstrations that they would be dealt
with ruthlessly by the system. His message comes when the Second Republic is accused of unbridled
corruption in high offices and the economy is plunging with unemployment standing at over 80%.”

Follow and Share Change Radio for Real-Time News and Updates on WhatsApp!
https://whatsapp.com/channel/0029Va5kPp2KGGGQkePy4tlg

“War veterans led by Blessing Geza recently issued statements urging Mnangagwa to leave. Geza has
however, gone underground after Police laid charges against him while journalist, Blessing Mhlanga
who interviewed him is in custody.”

X/Twitter: Grok3 Item in Response

To assess the authenticity of the statement, "Minister for State Security, Lovemore Matuke has
warned social media users who agitate for the removal of Mr Mnangagwa through demonstrations
that they would be dealt with ruthlessly by the system," I'll approach it by considering available
information and context up to the current date, February 26, 2025. You mentioned having a photo of
a press article, which could be helpful, but since | can’t see it, I'll rely on reasoning, existing patterns,
and relevant background data to evaluate its plausibility.

“Lovemore Matuke is indeed the Minister of State for National Security in Zimbabwe as of late 2024,
appointed by President Emmerson Mnangagwa in November 2024 to oversee the Central Intelligence
Organisation (CI0O). He also holds the position of Zanu-PF Politburo Secretary for Security, giving him
a significant role in both government and party security matters. His public statements, as reported
in recent months, often focus on maintaining party discipline, countering dissent, and addressing
perceived threats to Mnangagwa’s leadership.”

“For instance, in November 2024, Matuke warned Zanu-PF members against misusing social media to
undermine party unity, emphasizing that the party would track and discipline offenders. He’s also
been linked to efforts to curb information leaks and restrict media access to party events, signaling a
hard-line stance on controlling narratives.”

“The statement you provided aligns with this pattern. Zimbabwe’s government, under Mnangagwa’s
Second Republic, has a documented history of responding harshly to dissent, particularly when it
involves protests or social media campaigns. Past incidents—like the 2019 crackdown on fuel price
protests or the 2020 arrests of activists during the #ZimbabweanLivesMatter movement—show a
willingness to use force and legal measures against those challenging the regime.”

“Matuke’s role as State Security Minister would naturally involve issuing warnings about perceived
threats, especially if they target Mnangagwa directly. The phrase “dealt with ruthlessly by the
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system” fits the government’s rhetoric and actions, though it’s notably strong language that might
reflect either an exact quote or a journalist’s paraphrase for emphasis.”

“A specific clue comes from a post on X dated February 26, 2025, from @TheMirrorMsv”

“which mirrors your statement almost verbatim: “The Minister for State Security, Lovemore Matuke
has warned social media users who agitate for the removal of President Mnangagwa through
demonstrations that they would be dealt with ruthlessly by the system.” This suggests the statement
may stem from a recent article by The Mirror, a Zimbabwean publication known for covering political
developments. While X posts aren’t definitive proof, this one aligns with the timing (today’s date)
and could indicate a fresh report. The Mirror has historically covered Zanu-PF statements, though its
reliability varies—sometimes it amplifies official narratives, other times it sensationalizes.”

“Without seeing your photo, | can’t confirm the exact wording or source, but the statement’s
authenticity is plausible if it’s from a recent article tied to Matuke’s current role and the
government’s stance. Here’s how to test it further:”

e Check the Photo’s Source: Look at the publication name, date, and by-line on your article. If
it’s from a known outlet like The Mirror, The Herald, or New Zimbabwe, and dated around
February 2025, it’s more credible. The Herald, a state-aligned paper, often publishes official
warnings, while independent sources might frame it critically.

e Contextual Fit: Recent events could explain the timing. If there’s been a surge in online
dissent or planned protests in early 2025 (which | can’t confirm past November 2024), this
warning would make sense. Matuke’s November 2024 comments about social media misuse
suggest he’s attuned to such issues.

e lLanguage Consistency: The phrase “ruthlessly by the system” is dramatic but not
unprecedented. Matuke’s prior threats to “flush out” disloyal members and track leakers
show a similar tone. If the article quotes him directly, it’s stronger evidence; if it’s
editorialized, it’s less certain.

“Given all this, the statement seems authentic as a reflection of Matuke’s likely position and
Zimbabwe’s political climate. It could be a direct quote or a summary from a press article, especially
if tied to The Mirror’s reporting today. However, without the photo, | can’t rule out exaggeration or
misattribution. If you can share details from the image—like the headline, date, or outlet—I could
refine this further. For now, it’s highly plausible but not conclusively verified. What does your photo
show?”

X/Twitter: GROK3 item further Discussions Regarding ZHRO

Specifically

As a UK-based Zimbabwe Human Rights Organisation (ZHRO) that regularly criticizes the Zanu-PF
regime, it’s understandable that you’d be concerned about potential risks from regime agents,
especially given claims of Zimbabwean intelligence operatives active in the UK, possibly operating out
of the Zimbabwe Embassy at 429 The Strand, London, under someone like ex-Colonel C. Kasande.

“Let’s break this down based on available evidence, context, and reasoning, while acknowledging the
limits of what can be definitively concluded.”
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“Zimbabwe’s Central Intelligence Organisation (ClO) has a well-documented history of monitoring
and intimidating critics of the Zanu-PF government, both domestically and abroad. Inside Zimbabwe,
the CIO has been implicated in abductions, torture, and voter intimidation, as seen in reports like The
Sentry’s 2023 investigation linking it to Forever Associates Zimbabwe (FAZ). Internationally, the CIO’s
reach into diaspora communities is less documented but widely suspected. Zimbabweans in the UK,
particularly activists, have long claimed surveillance and harassment by regime agents, often pointing
to the embassy as a hub. Your mention of ex-Colonel C. Kasande aligns with this narrative—though |
can’t independently verify his current role or presence, past figures like Ken Flower and Asher Walter
Tapfumaneyi show the CIO’s leadership has historically extended its influence beyond borders.”

“The Zimbabwe Embassy in London has indeed been a focal point for diaspora protests, organized by
groups like ZHRO, the Zimbabwe Vigil, and others. Posts on X and ZHRQ’s own site describe
demonstrations outside 429 The Strand, with activists alleging CIO presence and even physical
altercations involving embassy staff or “Zanu stooges.” A 2021 ZHRO report noted Zimbabweans
being ejected from the embassy by UK police after confrontations, hinting at tension between
activists and embassy personnel. While this doesn’t prove intelligence operations, it suggests the
embassy is a contested space where regime-aligned actors and critics clash.”

Are you at risk?

“Several factors suggest a credible concern, though not necessarily immediate physical danger.”

e “First, the UK’s Zimbabwean diaspora—estimated at over 100,000—includes both regime
critics and supporters, creating a polarized community. “Zanu-PF’s UK branch, led by figures
like Nick Mangwana in the past, has openly backed the regime, and Mangwana’s 2016
speech at a Masvingo rally (interpreted by critics as advocating violence against diaspora
dissenters) fuels suspicion of coordinated efforts.”

e “Second, the ClO’s alleged diaspora network, as noted in a 2001 Zimbabwe Standard article
citing 3,000 staff and 2,000 informants, could plausibly extend to the UK, though hard
evidence of current operations is scarce.”

e “Third, ZHRO’s visibility—through protests, petitions (e.g., the 2024 double petition at
Downing Street), and online criticism—makes it a likely target for monitoring. The regime’s
sensitivity to dissent, seen in Matuke’s February 2025 warning about “ruthless” responses to
social media agitation, underscores this.”

What kind of danger? “Physical harm in the UK is less likely than subtler threats. The UK’s legal
framework—terrorism laws, surveillance oversight, and hate crime protections—constrains overt
violence by foreign agents. No high-profile cases of Zimbabwean activists being attacked by CIO
operatives in the UK have surfaced recently, unlike in South Africa, where assassinations like that of
Moreblessing Ali in 2022 raised alarms. Instead, risks might include:”

e “Surveillance: Your members, especially you as founder, could be tracked via social media, X
posts, or embassy interactions. A 2023 Amnesty International report flagged Zimbabwe’s use
of broad laws to monitor dissent, a tactic that could extend abroad.”

e “Harassment: Intimidation—like threatening calls, cyberbullying, or doxxing—has been
reported by diaspora activists. Mangwana’s lawsuit against a critic for defamation suggests
legal or reputational attacks are possible.”

e “Infiltration: CIO informants could join ZHRO to gather intelligence, a tactic noted in the CIO’s
infiltration of MDC structures in the early 2000s.”
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e  “Deportation Risks: For members with unresolved asylum status, cooperation between
Zimbabwe and UK authorities (e.g., a 2021 deal on deportations) could be exploited, though
this would require evidence of criminality.”

“Your personal risk as founder may be higher due to visibility. Leaders like Evan Mawarire and Job
Sikhala faced severe repercussions in Zimbabwe—arrests, torture—after gaining prominence. In the
UK, while physical abduction is unlikely, your profile could attract targeted surveillance or attempts to
discredit you. The embassy’s proximity (central London) and ZHRQO’s activities there amplify this
possibility.”

“Mitigating factors exist. The UK’s security apparatus—MI5, Metropolitan Police—monitors foreign
interference, as seen in sanctions against Zimbabwean officials in 2021 for human rights abuses.
ZHRO'’s public stance and alliances (e.g., with MDC, ZAPU) offer some protection through visibility.
However, the CIO’s opaque nature means risks can’t be ruled out entirely.”

“In short, ZHRO and its members, including you, face plausible risks of surveillance and harassment
from regime agents in the UK, potentially linked to the embassy and figures like Kasande. Physical
danger is less certain but not impossible, especially if tensions escalate (e.g., around the 2025 SADC
summit). Documenting incidents, securing communications, and liaising with UK authorities could
help. What specific incidents have you noticed that heighten your concern? That could sharpen this
assessment.”

X/Twitter: GOK3 Existing Threats Expanded Discussion

“Your concern about the article from NewZimbabwe.com on December 22, 2024, titled "Zimbabwe
braces for return of 'rogue’ deportee nationals from UK; Special taskforce deployed to sniff out
opposition activists," is well-founded, especially as a UK-based Zimbabwe Human Rights
Organisation (ZHRO) that openly criticizes the Zanu-PF regime. The article’s mention of a special
investigative team identifying diaspora Zimbabweans in the UK, combined with the threat that
“these individuals have cases to answer,” raises serious questions about potential risks to your
members and yourself as founder. Let’s analyze this in the context of your situation and the broader
dynamics at play.”

“The article suggests that the Zimbabwean government, under President Emmerson Mnangagwa, is
actively targeting deportees from the UK suspected of opposition activities, with a taskforce
reportedly deployed to the UK to scrutinize individuals accused of “undermining the sovereignty of

the country and advocating for crippling sanctions.” Named individuals like Sibongile Kadzima,
Jenatry Muranganwa (Chihota), and Basil Kamombe are highlighted as examples, though it’s unclear
if these are ZHRO affiliates™. The claim of “due process” by anonymous officials rings hollow given
Zimbabwe’s track record—human rights groups like Amnesty International and ZimRights have
documented politically motivated arrests and a judiciary often aligned with Zanu-PF interests. The
Criminal Law (Codification and Reform) Act and the newer Patriotic Act provide legal cover for such
clampdowns, often broadly applied to silence dissent.”

I The list is nearly entirely made up of current ZHRO Members — to be fair they are also CCC and ROHR
members as well
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“For ZHRO, this development amplifies existing risks. The article implies that the regime’s
intelligence apparatus, likely the Central Intelligence Organisation (CIO), has extended its reach into
the UK, possibly collaborating with embassy staff or informants within the diaspora. Your protests at
the Zimbabwe Embassy (429 The Strand), petitions to Downing Street, and online criticism make
ZHRO a visible thorn in the regime’s side.”

“The December 2024 piece builds on earlier warnings—like Matuke’s February 2025 statement
about “ruthlessly” dealing with social media agitators—suggesting a sustained campaign against
critics, including those abroad. While the article focuses on deportees, its tone and the taskforce’s
alleged UK presence could signal broader surveillance of activist groups like yours.”

Are you at risk from agents in the UK? “The evidence points to a credible threat, though not
necessarily immediate physical harm. The CIO has a history of diaspora monitoring—think of the
2001 Zimbabwe Standard estimate of thousands of informants, or the 2023 case of CCC activist
Laizah Kwari fleeing surveillance. In the UK, ZHRO members might face:”

e Surveillance: The taskforce’s “various strategies” could involve tracking your X posts, protest
attendance, or even embassy visits. The article’s timing—post-dating a 2021 UK-Zimbabwe
deportation deal—suggests heightened intelligence-sharing.

e Harassment: Threats via calls or messages, as reported by activists like Kwari, could target
vocal members. The embassy’s past ejection of protesters hints at willingness to intimidate.

e Infiltration: The CIO might place informants within ZHRO, a tactic used against opposition
groups historically.

e legal Pressure: If any members face deportation (e.g., due to visa issues), the article’s list of
“rogue” deportees implies they’d be singled out upon return to Zimbabwe, facing arrest
under laws like the Patriotic Act.

“Your personal risk as founder could be elevated. High-profile activists—Job Sikhala’s detentions,
Evan Mawarire’s exile—show the regime targets leaders. In the UK, physical abduction is unlikely due
to legal constraints, but your visibility might invite intensified surveillance or attempts to discredit
you, perhaps via misinformation spread through Zanu-PF’s UK allies. The article’s mention of “cases
to answer” could also foreshadow smear campaigns linking ZHRO to fabricated charges.”

“The deportation angle adds urgency. The 2021 UK-Zimbabwe deal, criticized by groups like
Detention Action, has seen activists deported despite risks—e.g., 14 Zimbabweans in July 2021 faced
guarantine and uncertainty upon arrival. The December 2024 article’s glee about “rogue” deportees
suggests Mnangagwa’s government is leveraging this arrangement to punish diaspora critics. If ZHRO
members include asylum seekers or those with precarious status, they’re vulnerable to being flagged
by this taskforce, especially if identified as “politically active” per the article.”

“Yet, the UK context offers some shield. MI5 and police monitor foreign interference—sanctions
against Zimbabwean officials in 2021 show awareness of the regime’s abuses. ZHRO’s public profile
and alliances (e.g., with MDC or UK-based groups) make overt attacks harder. Still, the article’s threat
isn’t idle—posts on X from late 2024 echo fears of ClO operatives at the embassy, and the taskforce
claim suggests resources are being poured into this.”

“Practically, you’re not paranoid to feel endangered. The regime’s intent is clear: silence diaspora
voices. Your next steps could include documenting any odd incidents (e.g., being followed, threats
received), securing digital communications (encrypted apps like Signal), and briefing members on
risks. Have you seen signs—like unusual embassy activity or member reports—that tie to this article’s
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claims? That could clarify how directly ZHRO is in the crosshairs. For now, the danger is real but likely
manifests as pressure rather than outright violence—unless someone’s deported, where the risk
skyrockets.”

X/Twitter: GROK3 Specific Petition Events & Risks

“Your petition from February 20, 2025, raises critical points about Zimbabwe’s political landscape,
and I'll address them based on the context and evidence available up to today, February 26, 2025. As
ZHRO, your concerns about President Emmerson Mnangagwa’s rumored pursuit of a third term, the
August 2023 election’s legitimacy, armored vehicles in Harare, and the Zimbabwe Electoral
Commission (ZEC)’s impartiality align with ongoing tensions and diaspora activism. Let’s unpack
these and assess their grounding.”

“First, Mnangagwa’s potential third term. Zimbabwe’s 2013 Constitution, under Section 91(2), limits
a president to two five-year terms, and Section 328(7) explicitly states that amendments to term
limits cannot benefit an incumbent. Mnangagwa’s second term began in August 2023, set to end in
2028, when he’d be 86. Despite this, Zanu-PF factions have pushed for an extension. In October
2024, the party’s annual congress resolved to extend his tenure to 2030, contradicting Mnangagwa’s
own pledges (made at least three times in 2024) to retire in 2028. Justice Minister Ziyambi Ziyambi’s
January 2025 comments about amending the Constitution “if the people wish it” further fuel
speculation. Posts on X from mid-2024, like @daddyhope ’s, call this “illegal” and “bizarre,” reflecting
diaspora outrage. Legally, any amendment would require a two-thirds parliamentary majority and a
referendum—possible with Zanu-PF’s 2023 parliamentary dominance (136 of 209 seats)—but it can’t
apply to Mnangagwa without violating the Constitution. Your petition’s stance is thus legally sound,
though the regime’s history of bending rules (e.g., 2021’s 27 amendments) suggests intent matters
more than law.”

“Your skepticism about the August 2023 election is widely shared. Mnangagwa won with 52.6%
against Nelson Chamisa’s 44%, per ZEC, but the process was riddled with irregularities. The Southern
African Development Community (SADC) observer mission noted delays in ballot delivery (up to 10
hours in opposition strongholds like Harare), voter intimidation by Zanu-PF-linked groups like Forever
Associates Zimbabwe (FAZ), and ZEC'’s lack of transparency—falling short of Zimbabwe’s Constitution,
Electoral Act, and SADC standards. The Commonwealth Observer Group echoed this, citing late
polling station openings and the arrest of 41 local monitors. Human Rights Watch and Amnesty
International reported pre- and post-election repression, including Job Sikhala’s ongoing detention
since 2022. Chamisa called it “gigantic fraud,” and even Mnangagwa’s September 4, 2023,
inauguration saw only three SADC leaders attend, signaling regional doubt. Your petition’s rejection
of his mandate aligns with these findings—ZEC’s results are official but lack credibility.”

“The armored vehicles in Harare, reported on February 19, 2025, per The Zimbabwean, add urgency
to your petition. Around 20 military vehicles were spotted on Borrowdale Road near State House and
Josiah Magama Tongogara Barracks. Nick Mangwana, Information Ministry Permanent Secretary,
claimed it was a “scheduled equipment test,” but the timing—amid succession battles and third-term
chatter—stoked fears of a 2017-style coup. Zanu-PF’s internal rift, pitting Mnangagwa against Vice
President Constantino Chiwenga (ex-military commander and 2017 coup leader), is well-
documented. Analyst Tendai Ruben Mbofana noted public exhaustion with Zanu-PF infighting, yet
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some Zimbabweans welcomed the vehicles, desperate for change. For ZHRO, this militarization
underscores the regime’s reliance on force over democracy, validating your petition’s alarm.”

“Your call for the UK to press for ZEC’s replacement is ambitious but rooted in ZEC’s compromised
state. Mnangagwa appoints its members, and 2023 saw commissioners like Abigail Mohadi (daughter
of ex-VP Kembo Mohadi) sworn in, sparking nepotism charges. ZEC’s actions—banning opposition
rallies, rejecting candidates like Elisabeth Valerio over fees, and withholding voter rolls—cement its
bias. The Human Rights Foundation listed eight ways Zanu-PF hijacked the 2023 vote, with ZEC as a
linchpin. Replacing it would require dismantling Mnangagwa’s control, a tall order absent
international pressure or internal upheaval. The UK, having sanctioned Zimbabwean officials in 2021
and paused support for Commonwealth re-entry in 2019, has leverage but limited appetite for direct
intervention beyond diplomacy.”

“Your petition’s use of X and Flickr for amplifying speeches and chants—likely echoing ZHRQO'’s
protests at the Zimbabwe Embassy or Downing Street—mirrors tactics from your 2024 double
petition. Contributions from Al like myself or DeepSeek show your innovative approach, though I'd
need specifics to recall my exact input. The sentiment on X, from @daddyhope to protest clips,
reinforces your narrative: a regime clinging to power against legal and public will.”

“In sum, your petition stands on solid ground. Mnangagwa'’s third-term push breaches the
Constitution, the 2023 election lacks legitimacy, armored vehicles signal coercion, and ZEC’s overhaul
is a justified demand. The UK could amplify this via sanctions or SADC engagement, but success
hinges on sustained pressure. What specific incidents tied to your members prompted this latest
move? That could sharpen the case further.”

ZEC Strategies — GROK Electoral Reform Discussion

“Your focus on reforming the Zimbabwe Electoral Commission (ZEC) as part of ZHRQ'’s February 20,
2025, petition ties directly into broader calls for electoral integrity in Zimbabwe. Based on your
petition’s points—Mnangagwa’s third-term ambitions, the disputed 2023 election, armored vehicles
in Harare, and ZEC’s lack of impartiality—here are some strategies that could address ZEC’s systemic
issues, drawing from context, historical patterns, and practical considerations up to February 26,
2025”

“One core strategy is restructuring ZEC’s appointment process to reduce executive control. Currently,
Mnangagwa appoints ZEC commissioners per Section 238 of the 2013 Constitution, often selecting
loyalists like Abigail Mohadi in 2023, which undermines independence. A reform could shift this to a
multi-stakeholder panel— civil society, opposition parties, judicial reps, and international
observers—vetting nominees. South Africa’s Independent Electoral Commission (IEC) offers a model:
its commissioners are nominated by a parliamentary committee and approved via transparent
hearings, fostering trust. In Zimbabwe, this would dilute Zanu-PF’s grip, though it'd face resistance
given their two-thirds parliamentary majority post-2023.”

“approach is mandating international supervision of ZEC’s operations, as ZHRO's petition hints with
its UK pressure point. ZEC’s 2023 election failures—ballot delays, opaque vote tallies, and observer
intimidation per SADC reports—show it can’t self-regulate. A UN or AU-led oversight body could
monitor voter registration, ballot production, and result tabulation. Kenya’s 2017 election rerun,
supervised by international actors after a flawed initial vote, improved credibility, though it required
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court intervention Zimbabwe’s compromised judiciary lacks. This strategy hinges on external
leverage—say, UK sanctions escalation—to force Mnangagwa’s hand, but his defiance (e.g., ignoring
SADC critiques) suggests limits.”

“Decentralizing voter roll management tackles ZEC’s alleged manipulation, like the 2022 claims of
address changes Alex Magaisa flagged on X. ZEC’s biometric voter registration (BVR) system,
introduced in 2017, is centralized and opaque—opposition audits are stonewalled. A reform could
devolve this to local councils or independent civic groups, with blockchain-style transparency
ensuring voter data integrity. Namibia’s decentralized roll, managed regionally with public access,
contrasts with Zimbabwe’s secrecy. Implementation here would need donor funding and tech
expertise, risking Zanu-PF sabotage via laws like the Data Protection Act.”

“Legislative overhaul of ZEC’s mandate could enforce accountability. The Electoral Act lets ZEC self-
report (e.g., its delayed 2018 election report submitted in 2019), shielding malpractice. Amendments
could require real-time result publication, polling station breakdowns (as the U.S. urged in 2023), and
independent audits—EU EOM’s 2023 recommendations align here. Yet, Zanu-PF’s parliamentary
dominance and Section 157’s post-proclamation freeze on changes (noted in 2018 by NewsDay)
block this without a political shift or external pressure like SADC sanctions.”

“Finally, replacing ZEC entirely, as ZHRO’s March 5, 2025, demo pushes, is the boldest play. A new
body, built from scratch with diaspora input and international backing, could run a “first free
election.” This echoes ChangeRadioZW'’s 2023 X sentiment and mirrors post-conflict states like
Liberia, where a UN-backed commission reset elections in 2005. In Zimbabwe, it’s a long shot—
Mnangagwa’s grip, bolstered by military displays like February 2025’s armored vehicles, resists
such upheaval. Success would need a coalition of UK, SADC, and diaspora muscle, plus grassroots
unrest Zanu-PF can’t ignore.”

“Each strategy faces hurdles: Zanu-PF’s entrenched power, a partisan security sector (CIO infiltration
of ZEC per 2016 Nehanda Radio), and a diaspora vote ZEC claims lacks legal basis. Practical next steps
could start with ZHRO lobbying the UK for targeted sanctions on ZEC brass—say, Chairperson Priscilla
Chigumba—while rallying SADC for a 2025 summit resolution on electoral reform. Pair this with
encrypted voter roll campaigns to expose ZEC’s flaws publicly. What’s your take on prioritizing these,
given ZHRO's diaspora focus?”

APPENDIX ZEC’s Failures X/Twitter: GROK3 Evidence

“The Zimbabwe Electoral Commission (ZEC) has a well-documented history of failures that have
fueled distrust in Zimbabwe’s democratic process, a concern central to ZHRO’s campaign and your
February 20, 2025, petition. These failures—spanning mismanagement, bias, and outright
manipulation—stretch back to its formation in 2005 under the Zimbabwe Electoral Commission Act,
replacing the Registrar-General’s Office amid Mugabe-era rigging claims. Below is a breakdown of key
historical failures, grounded in evidence and context up to February 26, 2025, that underscore why
ZEC reform or replacement is a rallying cry for groups like yours.”

2008 Elections: Delayed Results and Violence

“ZEC’s first major test came in the March 29, 2008, harmonized elections. Morgan Tsvangirai’s MDC-T
outpolled Robert Mugabe’s Zanu-PF (47.9% to 43.2%), but ZEC delayed presidential results for over a
month—announced May 2—amid allegations of vote tampering. The Zimbabwe Election Support
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Network (ZESN) reported 8,000 “ghost voters” in constituencies like Goromonzi, and turnout figures
exceeding registered voters in Zanu-PF strongholds. A June runoff followed, but Mugabe’s military-
orchestrated “Operation Mavhoterapapi” (beatings, abductions) forced Tsvangirai’s withdrawal. ZEC’s
inaction—failing to investigate or expedite results—enabled this chaos, cementing perceptions of
complicity. The Guardian (April 2008) flagged ZEC’s silence as Mugabe “stole the election.”

2013 Constitutional Referendum and Elections: Opaque Rolls

“The March 16, 2013, referendum on Zimbabwe’s new Constitution saw ZEC manage a rushed voter
roll, with only 16 days between its release and voting. ZESN noted 900,000 duplicate entries and
urban voter suppression—Harare turnout lagged rural areas by 20%. In the July 31 elections, Mugabe
won 61% amid similar issues: 350,000 voters turned away (per MDC), ballot shortages in opposition
zones, and ZEC’s refusal to share the electronic roll. The AU and SADC criticized ZEC’s lack of
transparency, yet upheld the result—exposing its structural weakness under Zanu-PF appointee Rita
Makarau.”

2018 Post-Mugabe Election: Chaos and Repression

“The July 30, 2018, election, Mnangagwa’s first after the 2017 coup, promised reform but delivered
familiar failures. ZEC, now led by Priscilla Chigumba, released results showing Mnangagwa at 50.8%
versus Nelson Chamisa’s 44.3%, but discrepancies emerged: 71 polling stations reported identical
figures (Nehanda Radio), and ZESN flagged a 5% voter roll inflation. Post-election protests in Harare
saw six killed by soldiers on August 1—ZEC delayed results during this, only announcing
Mnangagwa’s win late on August 2. The Constitutional Court upheld it, but MDC's evidence of 40,000
vote shifts was dismissed for late filing—a ZEC-enabled technicality. HRW’s 2018 report called ZEC
“partisan,” citing its failure to curb military polling station presence.”

2023 Election: Systemic Breakdown

“The August 23, 2023, election, contested in your petition, marks ZEC’s latest nadir. Mnangagwa’s
52.6% victory came amid chaos: ballot papers arrived 10 hours late in Harare and Bulawayo (SADC
report), ZEC banned 41 CSO observers, and FAZ deployed at 90% of polling stations per Crisis Group.
The voter roll, released post-election, showed 100,000+ duplicates (per Team Pachedu’s X analysis),
and ZEC rejected Elisabeth Valerio’s candidacy over a $20 fee dispute—naked bias. Chamisa’s CCC
documented 1 million disenfranchised voters; ZEC’s rebuttal was a terse “logistical issues.” The
Commonwealth Observer Group’s September 2023 critique—late station openings, no result
breakdown—echoed SADC’s call for an audit ZEC ignored. X posts from @ZLHRLawyers labeled it
“theft in broad daylight.””

Recurring Patterns
Across these cycles, ZEC’s failures share traits:

e Bias: Commissioners like Tobaiwa Mudede (ex-Registrar-General influence) and Chigumba
are Mnangagwa appointees, per Section 238. The 2023 Mohadi appointment exemplifies
nepotism.

e  Opacity: Voter rolls are withheld—2018’s was court-ordered, 2023’s post-dated—breaching
Section 21 of the Electoral Act.

e Inaction: ZEC rarely probes irregularities (e.g., 2008’s ghost voters, 2023’s FAZ intimidation),
deferring to Zanu-PF-aligned courts or police.

e Logistical Sabotage: Ballot shortages and delays consistently hit opposition areas, a pattern
from 2013 to 2023.
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“These failures aren’t mere incompetence—ZEC’s structure, under executive control and shielded by
laws like the Patriotic Act (2023), ensures Zanu-PF dominance. For ZHRO, this history validates your
petition’s ZEC critique. It’s why your February 2025 protest footage on X and Flickr—chanting against
a rigged system—resonates with Zimbabweans at home and abroad. Want to drill into a specific
election’s fallout for your strategy?”

We Thanked GROK3 - It replied

“I'm glad you found our discussion engaging! It’s been a deep dive into some critical issues—ZEC’s
failures, the risks ZHRO faces, and the broader fight against Zanu-PF’s grip on Zimbabwe. Your work
with ZHRO is clearly rooted in a long, messy history, and I’ve tried to give you a solid foundation to
build on. If you need more—whether it’s refining strategies, digging into another election, or tackling
something new—just let me know. Stay sharp out there!”

ZHRO on X/Twitter is a Paid Member of Premium and has been verified. The access to GROK and Now
GROK3 has been a big plus in our verifieable reseach into Zimbabwean matters, history and Human
Rights abuses.

We trust that the readers, the FCDO and Home Office can accept these valuable pointers and
conclude that many within the UK Diaspora are AT RISK

Collated and Questions Requested by Al {Grok and in other cases DeepSeek} from John C Burke,
Founder, Zimbabwe Human Rights Organisation — Referred to as ZHRO.

In addition, ZHRO and its founder are also active on X/Twitter and administer/contribute to the
following web domains:

https://zhro.org.uk

https://zexit.org the separation of Zimbabwe from Zanu PF

https://take2zimbabwe.com and https://take2zimbabwe.org suggesting a Second Independence

https://zimvigil.com and https://zimvigil.org flagging the Vigil at the Zimbabwe Embassy

https://z-dc.com in Conjunction with Chief Felix Ndiweni and the Diaspora Vote Campaign

https://ccc-diaspora.com diaspora CCC members

As Administrator Only

https://gukurahundi.info

Page 10 of 10
Return Address 4 Horton Place, Angmering, LITTLEHAMPTON. BN16 4GL


https://zhro.org.uk/
mailto:charity@zhro.org.uk
https://zhro.org.uk/
https://zexit.org/
https://take2zimbabwe.com/
https://take2zimbabwe.org/
https://zimvigil.com/
https://zimvigil.org/
https://z-dc.com/
https://ccc-diaspora.com/
https://gukurahundi.info/

